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Che ‘Wationat Crisis 


Go0's Purposes Worked Out ohroush International 
Relations 


Isaiah xix.: 23-25. ‘‘In that day shall there be a highway out of 
Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian shall come into Egypt, and the 
Egyptian into Assyria, and the Egyptians shall serve with the As- 
syrians. 

‘‘TIn that day shall Israel be the third with Egy Py and with Assyria, 

- even a blessing in the midst of the Jand: 
‘*Whom the Lord of hosts shall bless, saying, ‘ Blessed be Egypt, 
my people, and Assyria the work of my hands, and Israel mine in- 
heritance.’ ” 


I learned to value this text in England. My attention was — 


first called to it during my visit there last summer. It seemed to 
be a favorite with every minister | met. I[ heard it quoted over 
and over. I heard it lauded to the skies. I heard it used as a 
warrant for taking broad views of things in the kingdom of God. 
I heard it used as a grand missionary inspiration. I heard it used 
to illustrate international obligations ; to point out the duty which 
nation owes to nation, and to set into the light the great value of 
- international friendships. 

The text is everything which our English brethern claim for it. 
It is a rare and beautiful flower growing in the jungle of prophecy. 
The common bush, as we draw near to it, is found to be all 
aflame with. the shining of God. 

There are three nations mentioned in the text, and God is 
seen in the midst of these nations working out his glorious pur- 
poses. These three nations are the Assyrian away out in the 
Kast, Egypt away out in the West, and Israel, the covenant na- 
tion of God, right in the centre of the empire of the East and the 


empire of the West. From time immemorial these nations have 
been the deadly enemies of one another. But God comes into 
history, and through the action of nation on nation, and through 
the belief and enforcement of His holy principles, by which He — 
governs mankind, those who have hitherto met only as foes meet 
in worship. They strive in friendly emulation to out-rival one 
another in advancing peace in the world, and in building up the 
highest and most helpful civilization. First these blessed and 
world-enriching principles were received and advocated by Israel, 
and then, through the loyalty of Israel to God and the surround- 
ing nations, these principles were adopted and lived by all. 


The moral is this: When the leading nation of the world is 
true to God and His principles, knowing no compromise and no 
hesitation, when it lives these principles, incorporates them into 
its laws and institutions, builds them into the code by which it 
governs its international relations, makes them part of its foreign 
policy, and, so far as it has it in its power, insists upon other 
nations honoring them and administering their affairs by them, it 


is always sure to win the day, and to rule as a mighty influence 


among all the nations of the world, and to lift them up toward the 
level of its own high civilization. But remember it cannot do this 
by compromise or by a magnificent indifference or by a cowardly 
neutrality. Coming nearto God and His principles in national life, 
that and only that secures and establishes permanent, helpful 
friendships among the nations of the earth and enthrones perma-_ 


nent peace. A nation with the truth of God,anationin covenant __ 


with God, that is what the world needs for the true peace and 
progress and good of all nations. When a nation is such, then 
like Israel of old it blesses the whole circuit of the earth. 


INTERNATIONAL INTERCOURSE. 


The first thought contained in the teaching of the text of the — 
morning is this: It is God’s purpose to perfect the human race ~ 
through international intercourse. He means that this intercourse» 
where it is possible, shall ripen into friendship. He means that 
national intercourse shall be established on the highest plane, 


Isolation is not according to the mind of God, neither is chronic — oo 
antagonism. China is the exponent of isolation, and Spain is the 
exponent of chronic antagonism. The thought of God is the ~ 


brotherhood of man. His divine purpose is that the nations of ne 
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the earth shall complete one another through sympathy and reci- 
procity and correction. He means that they shall hold one another 
‘in their proper moral orbits by mutual and respective influences, 
just as the worlds in space are held by their mutual powers in 
right relations, and kept in magnificent systems. Like the soils 
of earth the nations of earth need cross-fertilization. It is profit- 
able that there be an interchange between the intellectual bril- 
liancy of the French and the practical genius of the Anglo-Saxon ; 
the exact science of the West needs to be married to the idealism of 
the East; the patience of the German is a good thing to add to 
the dash and audacity of the American. Geography says, no one 
land contains all the good things of this earth. Ethnology says, 
no one national type contains all perfections. It is an old saying - 
“that no one man is a whole man:” that is, in each individual 
something is lacking which makes society necessary to him; even 
go, no one nation is a whole nation; it has limitations and defici- 
encies which other nations must supply. This is so because God 
has made it so. History shows us the solidarity of the race, and . 
and how wonderfully any one people is enriched by the contribu- 
tions of the rest. ae 

Dr. Watkinson, the president of English Wesleyans, a man 
whom I have learned to admire, gives this practical demonstra- 
tion of the point upon which I now speak. He was speaking 
the other day to Englishmen and showing them England’s in- 
debtedness to other nations. His words are, as reported in the 
press: “My fellow Englishmen, we are indebted all around. We 
are indebted to nations far and near. In our gardens are the 
flowers and fruits of all climes; hardly one flower or fruit is in- 
digenous to our island; the pear, the peach, the apricot, came 
from Asia; the jessamine, from the Kast Indies; the lily and 
tulip, from the Levant; the tuberose, from Java; the carnation 
and pink from Italy ; the dahlia from the tableland of Mexico; 
the heliotrope, from Peru; the fuchia, from Chili; shrubs, from 
Japan; blooms and trees from Siberia, from the Cape of Good 
Hope, from Brazil and from Australia. This,’ Dr. Watkinson 
continues, ‘“‘is only a parable of the fact that in a thousand ways 
our neighbors have contributed to make us what we are. The 
Italians and French taught us silk weaving; the Flemings taught 
us our fine woollen trade; the Venetians showed us how to make 
glass; a German erected our first paper mill; a Dutchman began 
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our potteries ; the Genoese taught us to build ships. And so his- 
tory reveals that through successive generations the several na- 
tions have enriched each other in art, industry, literature, juris- 
prudence, language, philosophy, government and religion.” 

What did Spain contribute to the making of England? That 
has been my wonder. That was the question which I asked 
myself as Dr. Watkinson made his enumeration. But he made 
no mention of Spain. Spain, however, sent a contribution to 
England. She sent the Spanish Armada, which, fortunately for 
England, never reached her, but went down, according to the will 
of God, in the storm. What did Spain contribute to the making 
of great England? I ask the question because Spain is this very 
hour boasting of her honor and her great past. What has Spain 
contributed to the making of any nation? What good word has 
history to speak for Spain? Dr. Watkinson, you are an educated 
man and largely read in history ; why did you leave out Spain in 
enumerating the makers of great England? Have you received 
nothing from the land of the inquisition? If Spain had been 
permitted by God to have its way, there would have been no 
England and no American Republic. ? 

Spain has three great grievances to-day. First, our existence; : 
second, our geographical nearness, and third, our principles of 
civil and religious liberty. And I am afraid, from present ap- 
pearances, that these are going to be perpetual grievances. - Oh, 
what a history that nation has. Itis summed up in names like 
these: Charles V., Phillip II., Alva, Weyler. For the most part 
it has been in clash with God and his purposes. For the most 
part it has lived by the sword, and it has all along been perishing 
by the sword. It ought not to be a hardship forit to leave this 
continent, for it has been doing nothing but leaving this continent 
for the last one hundred years. It once owned the largest part 
of this continent. 


HACH FOR ALL. 


There is a second thought contained in the teaching of our 
text. It is this: God intends that each single nation of the earth 
shall make the most of itself for the good of all other nations. 
It is with a nation, with regard to its existence, as it is with the 
individual, for a nation is a moral person. It is its duty to build 
itself up, to make itself right, to develop all its capacities, to 
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gather strength from every quarter, to make the most of itself: 
But this is not the ulterior end of its existence. No. If it be a 
true moral personality, realizing its opportunities, its possibilities, 
its responsibilities, its motto will be, not “ Self for self,” but “Self 
for humanity.” For our Republic, God’s motto is not “ America 
for America,” but ‘America for the world.” My fellow-citizens, 
our motto must be ‘‘ America for the world,” for God, in Jesus 
Christ, has given us, who are Americans, principles which are not 
local, but universal. The principles which He has given us for 
our national life are cosmopolitan. Our national ideals lace and 
interlace into the interests of broad humanity. If we mean to 
live wholly for self, oblivious to the bondage and sufferings of our 
fellow-men, we must change our God and our God-given princi- 
ples, else prove traitor to these. If we do either, where will be 
our boasted influence and our moral leadership in the world? Or, 
what better will we be than Spain? Is this great Republic going 
to shrink back from opportunity and duty when its principles are 
put to a practical test? If so, God will withdraw His grand . 
commission from us and find another leader for the cause of lib- 
erty. We to-day are talking about the “Cause of Liberty ;” our 
natural enemy, Spain, is talking about the “Curse of Liberty.” 
Which is right? Is liberty a curse, or is it a glorious cause? That 
is one of the leading questions of the hour. Who knows but our 
national crisis is God’s opportunity for the cause of liberty? If 
we do our full duty to a man, we will make it such. 

These are truths to preach at the present time. -Professedly 
as a nation we stand for Christ and His principles. Now Christ 
is universal, and His principles are like Him. His human nature 
is not bound by zones. He has the note of authority wherever 
you take Him. In every language and dialect His words have 
freshness and charm. He is King of kings, and for this end was 
He born. : 

It is the natural tendency of the human heart to limit its sym- 
pathies within a certain geographical area, and to look with 
insular contempt upon all who do not belong to our heaven- 
born race. Christ comes and breaks down the walls of exclu- 
giveness, and gives our sympathies a new life and a new breadth, 
so that whatever pertains to the well-being of others moves and 
interests us. The sorrows of the most alien are our sorrows. 
It is as Renan says: “Before we met the Nazarene we were 
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Frenchmen and Germans; now we are men and sons of God.” 


Patriotism is noble, but Christianity has discovered a nobler ism. 


than patriotism, and that nobler ism is humanitarianism. Human- 


itarianism lifts a man up to such a high plane of. interest and 


sympathy relative to broad human life that he is able to say from 


his heart: “ My country is the world.” Itis this grand ism that our 


broad-loved Christianity is pushing to the front; and it is this 


grand ism that is carrying our missionaries to the ends of the © 


earth and making them willing to spend their whole lives in lands 


other than their native land that they may proclaim and establish — | 


the principles of Christ. As a nation we cannot live for Christ 
without living for the world. This grand ism must be allowed a 
large place and a powerful play among the nations of the earth. 
It must be made a judge among the nations. ) 


HUMANITARIANISM JUSTIFINS IN TERVENTION. | 


Nations as moral persons must be tried at its beneficent bar. 
On the basis of humanitarianism it is right for England to exercise 
her power in Egypt. As one of our greatest. citizens of the past 
has said: ‘‘There are deeds which rise above locality and touch 
universal human nature. We cannot permit these because they 


are done under the pretense of government.” This utterance is” 


grandly true, and it is as much in point to-day as it was when it 
was spoken. A government has no more right to do a diabolical 
wrong than an individual has. And other governments as on- 
lookers have no right to permit it to do so if it be in their power 
to say ‘““ No.” This is the teaching of the grandest of all isms, 


humanitarianism, under whose leadership civilization is crossing 


over the line of progress into the Twentieth Century. 
GOD RULES OVER ALL THE NATIONS. 


There is a third thought contained in the teaching of the text 's 
of this morning. It is this: God is ruling over all the nations,and 
is working out His great and glorious purposes through them. 
This is our staying thought in our great national crisis, viz. : God : 
reigns and He reigns successfully. He is the omnipotent factor os 
in human history. Nations are great things to us; but to Him, 


they are only as drops in the bucket ; or as the fine dust that falls 
upon the balance which the weigher easily blows off before he 


begins weighing. His rod of iron can dash in pieces the nations — _ 


as readily as the great iron rod in the hand of the potter dashes 
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- into shards all defective vessels which come from the kiln. God 
_is as much in history as He is in nature. He rules in nature by — 
great forces; He rules in history by the operation of great prin- 
ciples. You can no more set aside these principles than you can 
set aside these forces. Look into the great Book of History, the 
Bible! What do you see there? God walking amid the nations ; 
sending messages to the nations; laying down laws to the nations ; 
visiting with just judgment the conduct of the nations ; and in all — 
cases, after many and long and distressful processes, vindicating 
His principles and giving them the final victory. A nation to-day 
may be but a handful of slaves; ground to powder by the most 
powerful dynasty in the world; ground down even by proud and 
haughty Egypt; its only weapon may be its bitter cry to God; 
but under God’s over-rule that nation can become the leading 
nation of the globe. No grander purposes of time have been 
worked out than the purposes which God worked out through the 
slave nation of the Hebrews. 

This great fact, God’s over-rule, brings us face to face with the 
question of the hour and face to face with our great national 
crisis. In this crisis are we in line with God’s purposes? Are we 
on God’s side, and is God on our side? Are we executing one of 
the decrees of the Moral Governor of the universe? We are in the 
midst of war. Did God decree that? Or was it God’s decree that 
America should contemplate unmoved the inhumanities and bar- 
barities heaped upon the Cubans, and grow more and more hard- 
hearted? I cannot speak for you, but I can speak for myself. 
My chief concern in all these days has been to be right, and to be 
on God’s side, and to have my country right and have it on the 
Lord’s side. I wished to make sure of this: that we entered this 
struggle because we were right and not because we were strong. 
I have prayed against war until I have been almost ashamed ; 
until I have felt as though I were pushing God into my will and 
- refusing Him an opportunity to exercise His own will. I hate 
war with every faculty of my being. I have criticised our repre- 
sentatives and protested against the hot-heads in our Senate. 
Now that a decision has been made, I am not full of joy; Iam 
not jubilant ; Iam not enthusiastic. The last few days have been 
the most miserable days of my life. I have been sick in body, 
sick in heart, and sick in soul. I have foreseen empty seats in 
this church, vacant chairs in our homes, new graves in Green- 
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wood, and out in the ocean cemetery. I have foreseen defeats 
and humiliations and disasters; I have foreseen broken-hearted 
mothers and weeping wives; | have foreseen all these things and 
more lying between us and final victory. This very hour I would — 
welcome above all other things the cessation of war in any way — 
consistent with honor. I am even willing to pay my share and 
purchase Cuba from Spain, and then set the island free. : 
But why talk this way? This is talk for the past; there is no 
use living in the past; the present is. our problem ; the hour for 
action has come; there is no honorable, patriotic, philanthropic 
retreat proposed by any one. | 
_ The irrevocable decision has been made by the nation, and we 
are face to face with a condition. During the last few hours I 
have faced the condition and I have come to my decision. Let 
others do what they may, I know the way in which my duty 
lies. I have never yet parted from the old Stars and Stripes, and 
I do not mean to part from them now. This is my decision. [ 
will follow the Stars and Stripes to the very end, and follow them — 
for alll am worth. I want to say right here the man who under- 
takes to embarrass the Government takes upon himself a serious 
responsibility. How did I meet my great worry and come to my 
resolve? [will tell you. I followed the New Testament method 
of meeting worry, viz.: question it. Read the sixth chapter of 
Matthew, Christ’s Sermon on the Mount, and you will find there 
that Jesus teaches that if you are oppressed with a worry, ques- 
tion it, and be questioned upon it. Question it out of existence. 
These: are some of the questions I have had to deal with: 
There will be a great war debt, will there not? I said, thisis the 
suggestion of mammon, and does not touch the morality of the — 
issue. Are there not Cuban bonds back of this business and in 
the hands of our Senators? I said, if so, there will be a day of 
terrible reckoning for the men who trade in these bonds. But 
where is the proof that these bonds are in the hands of our 
representatives? Produce it. To act on this supposition is to 
condemn your fellow men, on a mere suspicion, unheard. : 


But will not sharp moneyed men and speculators and con- aoe 


tractors fleece the Government? I said, alas! yes; they do that 
in times of peace. There are Brooklyn city frauds being un- 
earthed just now. Shall we abolish our municipal government 


on account of that? We are dependent upon Tammany for 4 
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justice here. For this reason, upon the principle that a thief 
knows how to catch a thief, I think the Brooklyn frauds will be 
successfully unearthed. We ought to be able to protect ourselves 
in our war purchases. Every contract ought to be referred either 
now, or after the war, to a court of review, and swindling in war 
times should be treated as treason of the first degree. If need be, 
there should be laws requiring compulsory sales of the necessa- 
ries of war at prices determined by fair-minded and loyal ap- 
praisers. Let us make the taking advantage of the necessity of 
the Government odious. 

Does it not look as though government of the people, for the 
people, and by the people was a failure? Yes, I said to myself, 
but I prefer it still to the Government of Spain. 

There are only two parties in the issue—Spain and America. 
Is there not an easy choice between them? Is God with Spain 
oris God with us? Does God say to Spain go on and depopulate 
Cuba; you have starved a quarter of amillion to death; starve 
as many more to death; when you have starved all except 
the two hundred thousand Spanish born, then you will have the 
peace of the grave and the island will be securely yours? That 
is what Spain has been doing for two years. Itis for the right 
of carrying on that policy that Spain has entered on this war 
with us. Do you think God is a party with Spain in this? I 
had to reply, I know God too well for that. | 


SPAIN’S CONCESSIONS. 


Has not Spain made concessions? Has it not offered Cuba 
autonomy? Isaid yes; butitisautonomy with Spain; but Spain 
with Spanish oppression has been the trouble all along. Let 
Spain offer Cuba autonomy without Spain, and the great issue 
will be settled on the instant. That is the only autonomy worthy 
of the name of autonomy. 

Were you not moved by that scene of Wednesday in, the 
palace of Madrid as the Queen Regent read her address to the 
Spanish nation? Yes,I was moved after a fashion. It was 
studiously dramatic, and it told. AJl was arranged for effect, and 
it was effective. The Holy Pontiff was made to play his part; _ 
the great powers were appealed to and made to play their part. 
Royal motherhood was introduced and so was royal helpless 
childhood. That dear little king-fellow, Alfonso XIII., grandly 
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uniformed and wearing the insignia of the Golden Fleece, was 
there. The beauty and wealth of Spain were there. There were 
the palace troops magnificently attired and the dragoons in blue 
uniforms. The scene was picturesque and theatric. Yes, 1 was — 
moved by the scene. 


But there was another scene which moved me.far more, and 
there was not an atom of the drama in it; not a thing done for 
effect. I saw it with my mind’s eye all the time my thoughts 
were occupied with the Madrid palace. It was a scene in Cuba 
—a scene of real and intense life. The widowed mother and 
fatherless child were init. Are they living or dead? You may 
well ask the question, for they are both shadows. They are 
skeletons—skinny, boney, starved. They have no palace; they 
wear no purple; they are clad in tattered rags. The absent 
father and husband has been starved to death—he died a raving 
maniac—and they, dying with the pangs of hunger, are pushing 
on to his fate. The motherhood of that woman is just as real as 
the motherhood of the Queen Regent, and would be as grand if it 
were only given a chance in life; and that boy of hers might be 
a regal man with a royal manhood as regal and as royal as that 
of the heir to the Spanish throne, if he were only allowed to 
live and develop. They are victims, these two skeleton people, 
the victims of the Spanish court and throne, both of whom 
played their part so effectively in yonder palace for the admira- 
tion of the onlooking world. O,thou God of justice and mercy 
and love! thou Fatherhearted: God! which wouldst thou have 
move my soul and the soul of all America this day—the scene of 
the palace or the scene of the palm-leaf hut with its robbed and 
starved and oppressed and dying Cubans? 


It was a pathetic address which the working people of Spain 
made the day before yesterday to the Queen as a response to her 
address from the throne. Her speech was all about herself and 
her boy; there was nothing in it about the people’s money and 
the people's boys; nothing about the real sacrifices in the case. 

Their reply runs on this wise: : 

‘On reading the words of Your Majesty we cannot hide from 
our Queen the fact that they fill us with profound sadness. Your 
Majesty says nothing of the employment given to our 200,000 
sons hurried away from productive work in order to fight for the 


10 


fatherland and the King. You say naught about the manner in 
which gold and blood have changed places. 

“We can understand, madam, that in your august el a 
large place is occupied by your son, our King, and for a similar 
, reason you can understand that in our soul there predominates a 
deep anxiety for our 200,000 sons. Your Majesty speaks to us © 
only of what is yours. Your entire speech abounds in capital 
letters, which arrest attention and deal with your royal persons 
rather than with an explanation of the great misfortunes or the 
promises of effective remedies. It constitutes an enthusiastic 
hymn to motherly love. Athwart this speech we see a mother 
bending over a cradle, but we seek in vain for a queen bending 
over a tomb which appears to open to receive an ill-starred 
nation.” 

But I must come Rees to my questions. I must come closer 
home. Do you want to lose your boys? Do you want to lose 
your boys? God forbid, no! But let me tell you. While I do. 
not want to lose my boys, I should a hundred times over that my 
boys die American heroes than live as nondescripts and cowards 
in the day of their nation’s peril. Why do you not go yourself? 
When my country reaches such a point that it needs men of my 
age in the field and men such as I am, you will find me in the 
field. While I mean to see to it that my boys shall not be 
cowards, I mean to see to it, also, that these boys shall not have a 
coward for their father. If any regiment in Brooklyn have a 
chaplain whose patriotism is equal only to the season of dress 
parade, I am ready even now to fill his vacant place. 


‘THE SACRIFICE FOR CUBA. 


There is another question more important than any I have 
yet given you, and that also I have considered: Do you think the 
population of Cuba is worth any sacrifice on our part? Would 
not one American boy outweigh in value the whole of Cuba's 
population combined? My reply is this: 3 

If the population of Cuba were other than it is, there would 
be no need for ourintervention. If, for example, the population of 
New York were there, Spain’s rule and misrule would soon be at an 
end. It is because the people are what they are that the crisis is 
upon us. They are God’s creatures. They are in heart-rending 
distress, created and continued by a military despotism. They 
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are the victims, not of modern warfare, but of downright and 
dastardly savagery. They are immortal and have a right to life 
and to liberty and the pursuit of happiness. They are our brother 
men, humble brothers, degenerate brothers, but our brothers all 
the same. When they are trampled under foot and assassinated, 
the great cause of human liberty is trampled under foot and 
assassinated. Is there asingle Christian man or Christian woman 
in this house worthy of the name of the liberties of the American 
republic that dare by equivocal attitude, or by unpatriotic look, 
or by side glance, or by innuendo, or by open expression, defend 
this execrable treatment of the cause of liberty ! 

You compare the value of one American boy and the popula- 
tion of Cuba, and you declare that the-boy outweighs its whole 
population in value. If you mean my boy you are right. More 
than that, I am American enough to believe that your boy is 
of more value. You object to make the sacrifice of the Ameri- 
can boy. It is hard, true; very hard. But then this thought 
comes in: Liberty for man can be purchased only at a great 
price. Its price has always been great. Abraham Lincoln, the 
greatest product of American life, wrote the Emancipation Pro- 
clamation and gave freedom to a horde of black illiterate slaves, 
and then lost his life. That was a great price. My fellowmen, 
do you weigh an American boy against the population of Cuba 
and find the balance on the side of the American boy, and then 
do you say: “Let Cuba die.” Remember this and revise your 
policy. Once God put into His scales His only beloved Son and 
the whole population of the human race. So lightly did the 
human race weigh against His beloved Son that that side of the 
scale struck the beam. Tne difference was infinite. Besides this, 
the whole race was in rebellion against God and hated Him and 
His Son with a perfect hatred. Judged by the human standard 
of values, the human race was not worth the saving. Will God 
sacrifice His own Son? God does not hesitate a single moment. 
It was a great price to pay for our freedom ; but God paid it. This 
argument against taking part in the cause of human liberty, 
drawn from the contrast of the American boy and the whole 
population of Cuba was met and annihilated 1,800 years ago at 
Calvary, when God gave His only begotten Son to die for us, and 
when His only begotten Son, through His death, fought and won 
the battle of our salvation. The argument is absolutely devoid of 
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God, and of Jesus Christ; a heathen might stand by it, but a 
Christian, a Christian at his best, never. 


THE WAR ALTRUISTIC. 


IT do not look upon this movement on the American side so 
much as a war as | look upon it as a great police movement for 
the execution of justice and the protection of human life and 
property. It is out and out altruistic. There is no revenge in it. 
There is no enrichmentinit. Itis not mercenary in the least atom. 
It is principle from Alpha to Omega. If there were no Christ 
and Christianity it could never be. It partakes of the brother- 
hood of man. : 

I ask you what attitude are you going to take toward it? 
Are you going to run up the Stars and Stripes or are you going 
to haul them down? Do you want to see justice triumph? Are 
you going to hearten your country or dishearten it? Are you 
going to give it your prayers, or are you going to give them to 
Spain? Are you going to speak for your country, or are you 
going to speak against it? If you are going to speak against it 
I beseech you to speak so strongly and so bitterly, that both 
you and what you say may carry in themselves their own anti- 
dote, and provoke an outspoken and rousing patriotism in others. 

My fellow-citizens, grave duties rest upon us in this present 
hour. It is our duty to identify our best interests with the inter- 
ests of our country. It is our duty to give it our best thinking. 
It is our duty to take it daily to God, and to keep it so far as 
possible on God’s side, and in line with God’s purposes. It is our 
duty to talk up honesty and uprightness in all dealings with it. 
By a righteous indignation we should scathe and scorn all who 
adopt sharp practices for the purpose of fleecing it. We should 
ask God to live in and work through our beloved President and 
to throw the shields of His protection around his life and honor. 
We should ask God to raise up men for the crucical hour and 
make them leaders. God’s best gift to any nation is the gift of 
upright men. O, God, bring forward the men whom Thou hast, 
in Thy secret purposes, been shaping for this crisis! Give us 
another George Washington and another Abraham Lincoln and 
another Ulysses S. Grant.. May the sons of the veterans equal 
their fathers. Speed our ships. Be the captain of our army. 
Make our guns true in aim and effective in speeding the balls of 
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liberty. Let the war be short. Free it from great horrors. And ° 


quickly bring us peace. O, God, the whole world is looking on. 
May the conduct of America be so true to its lofty principles and 
so close to Thy purposes that nations may be educated to higher 


things in their national dealings. May the strong everywhere be 


taught to deal wisely and humanely with the weak, and may the 
free be taught to stand by the oppressed. May this war be 
nothing more than the execution of Thine own justice. And may 
it result in the onward march and the more complete establish- 
ment of the great cause of liberty. O, God, we mean to be 
right. Search us and make us right, and then crown the right 
- with victory. Amen and amen. ae 


Comments of the Press. 


(THE Brookiyn Citizen, April 25, 1898.) 


The patriotic sermon delivered by the Rev. Dr. Gregg in the Lafayette Avenue 
Presbyterian Church yesterday morning is in many respects the most striking pulpit 
utterance since the present crisis began. Just as the speech of Senator Proctor, prior 
to the outbreak of hostilities, seemed to fit in nicely with the general sentiment of the 
country, in like manner Dr. Gregg’s sermon of yesterday gave utterance to the thoughts 
which are surging in every breast at the present moment. As Dr. Gregg rightly says, 
this is not the time to indulge in any regrets over the failure of President McKinley 
to secure peace with honor ; this is not the time to discuss the question whether the 
majority in Congress was actuated by patriotic motives or stimulated by the prospect 
of financial gain; this is not the time to inquire too closely into the method of award- 
ing contracts for government supplies or how much money unscruplous speculators are 
making out of the necessities of the Government. The central fact is, as Dr. Gregg 
points out, that the United States are at war with a foreign country, and, therefore, it 
is the duty of all patriotic citizens, of every man with a drop of American blood in his 
veins, to stand by the flag. 

The address of Dr. Gregg gains in importance and in weight by the fact that 
plior to the outbreak of actual hostilities, Dr. Gregg, as befitted his calling, was 
ranged among those conservatives who were willing to sacrifice everything for the sake 


of peace except honor. The Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church is a bulwark of — 


conservatism. Its membership is composed of the most intelligent, the wealthiest and 
the least emotional people in Brooklyn. It is only under the stress of a great crisis 


that the scenes enacted in the church yesterday could have occurred. In giving out-_ 
ward expression to the patriotic feelings and emotions which thrilled them, the men 
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and women of Dr. Gregg’s church obeyed a force that was stronger than the conven- 
tionalities of society or the formula of etiquette. They simply could not help them- 
‘Selves. As American men and women, every incident in this crisis affecting the 
integrity of the nation finds responsive manifestation in their being. This was the 
temper of the congregation which faced Dr. Gregg yesterday morning. It responded 
to his magnificent discourse with the instantaneous action of an electric battery at the 
touch of the operator. The spectacle seldom presented in a church, of a justice of the 
Appellate Division of the Supreme Court leading the congregation in the cheering, is 
proof that the stirring events of the past few days have touched the hearts of all 
Americans, and that the waves of patrictism are rising higher and higher as the 
days go by, until they shall embrace every hamlet and city from Maine to California, 
and drown out the discordant notes, like the cry of the coyote on the prairie, which 
are here and there raised by hybrid un-American jaundiced voices. 


(THE Brookiyn Eacre, April 25, 1898.) 


The demonstration in the Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church yesterday 
morning was not in accord with what we have agreed the behavior of people in a meet- 
ing house should be. Dr. Gregg was applauded several times during the progress of 
the sermon, and at its close Justice Goodrich arose in his place and proposed that it 
be printed in full in a pamphlet, and the congregation again broke into applause at the 
suggestion. It is not unfitting that applause should be heard in a Christian church 
when the pastor utters the divine call to patriotism. It is enough to make the blood 
tingle in one’s veins when he sees the splendid response made to such an appeal. 
Whatever may be the desire of bloodless theologians and men without a country, the 
Christian church is not lifeless to-day. It is representative of the highest patriotism 
—a patriotism that would extend to all the world the blessings of freedom which we 
enjoy ard that would eagerly go to the relief of the oppressed at our doors. THE 
EaGue congratulates the people of the Lafayette Avenue Church on the possession of 
an enthusiasm which would not permit itself to be restrained. 


BROOKLYN CITIZEN JOB PRINT. 
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